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To: Washington Reflexology Association 
From:  Doty & Associates, Inc. (prepared by J. Dylan Doty) 
Date: January 3, 2022 
Re: 2021-22 WRA Legislative Overview 

 
2021 Legislative Session Review 

Lawmakers convened on January 11, 2021, for the regularly-scheduled 105-day legislative 

session.  This session was unlike any other in Washington State’s history, as the COVID-19 

pandemic led legislators to conduct a fully virtual session, with all committee hearings and 

stakeholder meetings occurring via Zoom rather than in-person.  Although a handful of 

legislators were present on the capital campus in Olympia, the vast majority worked remotely 

from home or in offices away from campus. 

 

Despite the challenges of a virtual session (of which there were many), the Democrat-

controlled House and Senate acted on a number of significant (and sometimes controversial) 

policies, including many championed by the more progressive wing of the party.  Prior to 

adjourning on April 25th, lawmakers passed a number of noteworthy pieces of legislation 

ranging from climate policy to police reform, as well as a first-step toward changing the overall 

tax structure in Washington with a capital gains tax (for which several legal challenges have 

already been filed).  Efforts were also made to address the recent State Supreme Court Decision 

regarding possession of controlled substances (the Blake decision).   

 

Despite tackling many big-ticket items, legislators were at the same time limited in the scope of 

what they could pursue.  Due to the virtual nature of the session, lawmakers were limited to 

introducing a maximum of just seven proposals each (far below what many introduce).  

Similarly, they were limited, at least in theory, as to the subject matter of the proposals, with 

leadership only wanting to spend time on the key issues identified above (climate, police 

reform, tax structure, etc.).  This meant that a number of lower-profile issues never received 

significant attention.  A similar format and set of limitations has been announced for 2022. 

 

2022 Legislative Session Preview 

Turning the page to 2022, the Legislature will reconvene on January 10 for a short, 60-day 

session.  Lawmakers will look to pass supplemental budgets, as well as make clarifications to 

several statutes enacted in recent sessions, including tackling the long-term care insurance 
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issue, strengthening the new police accountability laws, and continuing work on climate/carbon 

legislation.  Members will also be tasked with allocating a percentage of the federal 

infrastructure money that is coming to Washington State.  It is likely that the session will 

conclude on-time, allowing legislators to turn their attention to fundraising and campaigning 

ahead of the midterm elections in November. 

 

As for the format of the coming session, both the House and Senate previously announced 

plans for versions of a hybrid session, where some members may be in-person on campus for 

floor action, but where committee hearings will continue remotely.  Public participation is 

expected to be limited once again, and recent concerns over the new COVID variant has already 

prompted at least temporary rollbacks and a return to a more purely virtual format.  This 

situation will remain fluid throughout the session, with leadership reevaluating the 

virtual/hybrid options every couple of weeks. 

 

WRA-Specific Issues 

Thus far, no bills have been introduced during the two-year legislative biennium that are 

specific to the reflexology industry.  Nonetheless, the WRA lobbying team is monitoring all bill 

activity for possible interest by the Association and its members.  Once the session begins, 

however, and proposals are officially scheduled for public hearings, a bill tracking report and 

committee schedule will be shared as appropriate to ensure the WRA is up to speed on all 

relevant matters.   


